
Abstract  

 
This thesis is focused on the issue of religious life in the Łódź Ghetto (1940-1944). 

Described and analyzed are different forms of religious observances and activities that were 

maintained during the existence of the Łódź Ghetto by its inhabitants. The four continuing 

chapters cover different areas, where Judaism played key role and where religion influenced 

and shaped areas of life. Focus is put on how important was religion in lives of many ghetto 

inhabitants, what was specific for this experience in the Łódź Ghetto, regarding its overall 

conditions and history. Chapters of this thesis cover different aspects of religiousness – 

possibilities of daily devotion and prayer, their conditions, procedure and importance to the 

inhabitants. In similar manner the Shabbat is described. In the structure of complex Jewish 

administration in the Łódź Ghetto, the rabbinate was responsible for responding to the dilemmas 

and issues of the ghetto population – their work is also described. Analyzed in depth are Jewish 

holidays held in the Łódź Ghetto - proceeding, provisioning and meaning to its inhabitants. 

Equally important was daily life of the religious Jews, which is also described in this work – 

perseverance in maintaining traditional Jewish appearance, kosher diet, education of children. 

Mentioned is also the case of Christians in the Łódź Ghetto – the only known non-Jewish 

religious group in the Łódź Ghetto. The last chapter covers the variety of the most important 

ceremonies of religious character that were organized in the ghetto – weddings, brit milas 

(circumcisions) and bar mitzvah as well as funerals. Each of them is described in terms of their 

traditional proceeding and analyzed in terms of the kept elements in the ghetto. Through diaries 

and different testimonies of victims and survivors of the Łódź Ghetto, archival materials and 

photographs religious life is, to some extent, described and reconstructed.  

 


